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I love the Christmas Carol “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year”, as I really do love this time 
of year! I love the Christmas music, decorating the house with Christmas trees and lights…and 
yes, I even really enjoy shopping!  Naturally, I also very much enjoy the two-week vacation at 
home with my family, enjoying some down time with my own kids, where we get to relax and 
recuperate. 
However, in order to get to that point, we have to get through a very busy time indeed here 
at school.  Though it is true that there are only 15 more school days in 2017, those 15 days 
are very busy ones indeed!  We have three days of Drama performances - Rock of Ages be-
gins Tuesday, December 5th.  We also have the Band Christmas Concert December 14th.  
Basketball teams have now been selected and are gearing up for some early pre-Christmas 
games.  We have a Drama field trip to see the “A Christmas Carol” on December 20th, and we 
have our annual “Showcase” talent show on Friday, December 22nd.  As well, our Students 
Union has several activities planned for the month of December to help everyone get into the 
holiday spirit!  All of this, of course, is on top of the academic workload that exists, with the 
end of the semester approaching so rapidly after the Christmas holiday.  In fact, there are 
only 4 instructional days after the break before exams begin, so all total there are only 26 
instructional days left in this semester!  Therefore, in order to have a restful holiday, it would 
be really smart for students to begin doing some review work right now, especially for those 
in English or Social 30, who have the Part A’s of their Diploma exams on January 11th and 
12th.  Now is the time to begin planning and studying ladies and gentlemen, so that you can 
enjoy some quality family time over the holiday. 
Finally, we have been meeting with the Grade 12’s to discuss Graduation requirements, and 
will have met with all of them before the Christmas break.  We are explaining to the group 
that in order to have their name on the grad list, there are some qualifications that have to 
be met.  Namely, students in online courses had to be more than 50% finished their course; 
all school fees have to be paid, or have arrangements made to be paid; students must not 
have attendance issues; students must be registered in enough credits to graduate.  Please 
take the time to talk to your Grade 12 student to make sure they are meeting all the require-
ments.   
Finally, I would like to thank all of the volunteer coaches that we had coaching for the Volley-
ball season, and for all of those about to help us for the Basketball season.   As well, we 
would like to thank the staff supervisors who supported those volunteer coaches!  It is a real-
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February 1     1st Day 2nd Semester 
 
February 8 & 9    Teacher’s  
      Convention 
      (No School) 
 
February 14     Valentine’s Day  
 
February 16         Band Spaghetti Supper 
 
February 19     Family Day  
      (No School) 

Congratulations to the Grade 12’s, who have now completed their first round of 
Diploma Exams, and are that much closer to graduation.  We look forward to see-
ing how well you did on those exams!  It is hard to believe, as it always is at this 
time of year, that the school year is already half over.  
 
Parents of Grade 12’s, please check with your son or daughter, as well as with the 
school, to make sure they are on track to graduate.  We will review the Grade 12 
student’s progress and will contact those who are in jeopardy of not achieving the 
graduation requirements. 
 
As the new semester is about to begin on February 1st, there are some important 
dates we should all be aware of.  Teachers Convention this year is February 8th 
and 9th, so there will be no school those days.  As well, February is one of my 
favorite months as it actually has a holiday set aside for spending time with our 
families.  I think we are very lucky to live in a country and province where the 
government gives us a day off called Family Day on February 19th.  Hopefully 
everyone takes the time to enjoy some family time…. my family and I will be ice 
fishing - I hope! 
 
 
        Darren Caldwell 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
    
  

IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
 
Students are responsible for any damages and loss to textbooks they 
have signed out.  All  textbooks must be returned at the end of each  
semester or an invoice will be 
forwarded by the Accounts  
Receivables Department. 
      
Thank-you for your cooperation! 

    

 

JMHS LEARNING COMMONS 
 

        Explore and learn in community 

 

GRADE 10 ENGLISH STUDENTS WILL BE “LOCKED” IN 
THE LEARNING COMMONS UNTIL THEY OVERCOME 

CHALLENGES AND DECIFER CLUES THAT WILL HELP 
THEM NAVIGATE ALL THE LC HAS TO OFFER! 

Watch for the winning team! 

 

JOIN THE 
 HAVE YOUR SAY IN WHAT HAPPENS IN THE LEARNING 

COMMONS 

 SHARE YOUR IDEAS & SUGGESTIONS 

 HELP CREATE DISPLAYS 

 PLAN ACTIVITIES/BOOK CLUBS 

 ATTEND MONTHLY MEETINGS AT LUNCHTIME 
CONTACT MRS. MELNYK FOR INFORMATION 



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The JMHS DRAMA TROUPE performed 

highlights from their play at the annual Christmas Tea 
and Jingles event for Devon Seniors on December 8th. 
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The student body filled out Matchmaker forms, which 
were mailed off the last week of January. The results 
will be back for students to enjoy sometime around 
Valentines day! Get ready to find out your statistical 

matches for friends, romantic matches, as well as most 
opposites, and some fun trivia and zodiac information!  

Two Grade 10 classes won for 
collecting the most donations 
for Devon’s Christmas Elves! 

 



 

 

 

Pizza Wednesdays at the 

School Canteen  

 Transportation Fees 

 

All outstanding Transportation Fees are due by February 28, 2018 

106 kids 

writing  

Biology 20 

Biology 30 

and  

Science 10 



 

 



 

 

WHAT IS WORK EXPERIENCE? 
Work Experience is a program in which the school and the community com-
bine resources in order to provide opportunities in meaningful work activi-
ties. 
Work Experience consists of three separate courses, Work Experience 15,25, 
35, in which students may obtain three credits for completing an experience 
equivalent to 75 hours, to ten credits for completing an experience equiva-
lent to 250 hours.  This generally works out to 1 credit per 25 hours of work. 

The program may be a career exploratory program wherein the student may be given the opportunity to 
work at two or three occupations.  On the other hand, a student may spend all of his or her time with one 
employer working at one occupation.  The experience  
provides a basis, through observation and supervised participation, for an informed career choice. 
The module, “Work Place Safety” (HCS3000) must be completed before students will be given credit for their 
hours. 
 

OBJECTIVES OF THE WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM 
The expectations for the Work Experience program are that the students will: 
 
Have an opportunity to participate in meaningful work; 
Gain an understanding of the importance of developing acceptable work habits, good grooming, and the 
need for self-discipline; 
Develop an understanding of positive attitudes for getting along with people; 
Learn about the organization of business and relationships of employee to employer, unions, and govern-
ment; 
Explore career opportunities using materials from Counsellor’s Office or the internet; and 
Receive assistance in making the transition from the school environment to the work environment. 
 
Mr. Couzens has been signing up Grade 11 and 12 students for  
Work Experience.  Students who have taken home contracts to be signed by parents and  
employers are reminded to hand them in immediately so they can be registered in the course. 

 
 
 
 
 

Grad photo retakes are on Wednesday, February 21.  Sign up sheets will be available in the 
office in February.  If you did not have a photo taken in January, you must have one taken 
on Feb. 21.  There is a sitting fee of $30.00 due at the time the photo is taken.  If you are hav-
ing photos taken only for the yearbook and wall composite, the fee is not required. 
Listen to announcements and watch the Grad board in the Student Lounge for up to date in-
formation about Grad.  Just a reminder, the Commencement ceremony and the banquet and 
dance are on Saturday, June 2th. 



 

 


